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PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMRNT--'RESIDENCR
HOMESTEAD TAX EXEMPTION

S. J. R. No. 7

proposl0 an' afmendtnnt to ArtIle ViiC Saotion 1-b, Of the Tlxis 06ntitutlOn,
to pvovi*dithat the, VarouS politleol subdiVislons of the State may *Xmpt
not les than, Thre ThOM1Snd Dollars (KOM) of the value of resoIPoeq
homeeteade of all person$ Ixty.filv (6 ) years of age Or older frtnm AO
yalorem taxes under certain conditions.

Be it reaolved by tIe Legilature of the State of Texdq:

Section, 1. That Article VIII, Section 1-b, of the Texas Constitution, be
amended to read as follows:

"Section 1-b. (a) Three Thousand Dollars ($8,000) of the assessqd
taxable value of all residence homesteads as now defined by law shall be
exempt from all taxation for all State purposes.

"(b) Frc,m and after January 1, 1978, the -governing body of any
county, city, town, school district, or other political subdivision of the
State may exempt by its own action not less thAn Three Tousand Dollars
($8,000) of the assessed value of residence honiesteods of personsvsixty-
five (65),years of age or older from all ad valorem taxes thereafter levlq4
by the political subdivision, As an alternative, upon receipt of a petition
signed by twenty percent (20%) of the voters who voted in the last pre-
ceding election held by the political subdivision, the governing body of the
subdivision shall call an election to determine by majority vote whethy
an amount not less than Three Thousand Dollars ($8,00) as provided in
the petition, of the assessed value of residence homesteads of persons
sixty-five (60) years of age or over shall be exempt from ad valoremtaxei
thereafter levied by the political subdivision, Where any ad valromn
has, theretofore been pledged for the payment of any debt, the tax nW oS,
ftcers of the political subdivision shall have authority to continue to loYY
and collect the tax against the homestead property'at the same rate as te
tax so pledged until the debt is discharged, if the cessation of the levy
would impair the obligation of the contract by which the debt was cre-
ated.",

Sec. 2. Thte foregoing constitutional amendment shall be submitted 0
a. vote of the qualified electors of this State at an election to be held i4
the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November, 1972, at w0ihh e14,
tion the ballots shall be printed to provide for voting for or agai4nt he
proposition: "The constIhtIonal amendment providing that he varloU
political subdivisions o$ the State May exempt not less than Three Thoq'
sand Dollars ($8,000) of the value of residence homesteads of alt person
sixty4 ive (65) years of age or older from ad valorem taxes under certain
conditions.

Passed by the Senate on March 17, 1971: Yeas 26, Nays 2; May 10,
1911, Senate conctirred in House amendments: Yeas 24, Nays 5;
passed by the House, with amendments, on May 7, 1971: Yeas 1M9,
Nays S.

Signed by the Goverpor May 18, 1971,
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